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Analysis on codon usage bias of fatty acid delta-6 desaturase genes from different
algae

ZHAO Wei, CHEN Bi-lian, WANG Ming-zi, HUANG Jian-zhong

(Engineering Research Center of Industrial Microbiology, Ministry of Education, College of Life Sciences, Fujian Normal University,
Fuzhou 350108, China)

Abstract: Delta-6 desaturases are the key enzymes required for the synthesis of unsaturated fatty acids, which introduce dou-
ble bond at the position of 18C in algae. In this study, the authors investigate codon usage bias and base composition variations
in nine available complete desaturase gene sequences from Bacillariophyta, Chlorophyta and Cyanophyta. The results showed
that /A6 desaturase genes of T. pseudonana and P. tricornutum (Bacillariophyta) as well as Ostreococcus tauri (Chlorophyta)
prefer to use the codons ended with G or C, with GC content as high as 61.61%; while A6 desaturase genes of three algae of
Cyanophyta prefer to use the codons ended with A or U, with GC content 39.1%. Codon usage bias in alga A6 desaturase gene
was very small, which was mainly determined by base compositions on the third codon position and the value of effective
number of codons (ENC). It was implied that A6 desaturase genes were phylogenetically conservative. The results of com-
paring algae /\6 desaturase genes to genomic codon usage of E.coli, yeast and Arabidopsis thaliana preference revealed that
codon usage pattern among them was significantly different. In order to significantly increase the efficiency of algae A6 de-
saturase gene expression, partial codon in gene’s open reading frame needs to be reconstituted. The findings presented in this
study offer guidance for expressing algae /A6 desaturase gene in prokaryotic and eukaryotic expression systems.
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Tab. 1 Gene sequences of algae A6 desaturase

AY817155 Thalassiosira pseudonana
CS486251 Thalassiosira pseudonana
EF494667 Phaeodactylum tricornutum
AY082393 Phaeodactylum tricornutum

CS161015 Ostreococcus tauri
CS486249 Ostreococcus tauri

L11421  Synechocystis sp.
EF222476 Arthrospira platensis CG590

AG20590 Arthrospira platensis KCTC AG20590

© 00 ~N[fo ga|h~h w N -

132 ZFEmFH ik
(effective number of codons, ENC)

CDS ,
20( 1
) 61( )
, ENC
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Tab.2 Usage pattern of A6 desaturase gene synonymous codon
ENC GC3, GC GC12, CAI Ibp
AY817155 46.18 0.617 0.504 0.431 0.215 1452
CS486251 46.36 0.615 0.503 0.431 0.215 1452
EF494667 38.20 0.751 0.581 0.486 0.273 1431
AY082393 51.35 0.399 0.554 0.620 0.146 1653
CS161015 53.31 0.426 0.499 0.497 0.194 1302
CS486249 42.07 0.796 0.599 0.492 0.269 1368
L11421 54.23 0.401 0.466 0.475 0.169 1782
EF222476 51.11 0.351 0.434 0.443 0.165 1065
EU606018 49.12 0.355 0.419 0.431 0.256 1104




6 129
3 TREIRHKAG BiIAFIEGHE I ) RS A E
Tab. 3 Relative synonymous codon usage in different stereotypes of A6 desaturase genes
AY817155  CS486251  EF494667  AY082393  CS161015  CS486249  L11421  EF222476  AG20590
Ala GCG 0.44 0.44 0.65 0.27 0.47 2.46 0.52 0.89 0.69
Ala GCA 0.89 0.89 0.41 2.00 1.88 0.23 1.39 0.89 0.83
Ala GCU 1.00 0.89 0.73 1.33 0.94 0.31 1.91 2.22 1.24
Ala GCC 171 178 2.40 0.34 0.57 1.02 0.2 0.00 1.38
Cys uGu 0.57 0.57 0.86 1.00 0.94 0.00 0.93 1.37 1.00
Cys UGC 1.43 1.43 114 1.00 1.06 2.00 1.07 0.63 1.00
Asp GAU 1.23 1.23 0.67 0.91 1.05 0.86 1.08 1.27 1.43
Asp GAC 0.77 0.77 1.33 1.09 0.95 114 0.92 0.73 0.57
Glu GAG 1.75 175 0.47 0.00 0.67 1.55 1.00 0.25 0.38
Glu GAA 0.25 0.25 1.53 2.00 1.33 0.45 1.00 175 1.63
Phe uuu 0.42 0.42 0.88 1.29 1.20 0.62 1.44 1.45 1.62
Phe uuc 1.58 1.58 112 0.71 0.80 1.38 0.56 0.55 0.38
Gly GGG 0.21 0.21 1.08 1.10 0.73 0.65 0.78 0.57 0.91
Gly GGA 263 2.63 1.85 157 1.39 0.90 1.04 1.33 127
Gly GGU 0.74 0.74 1.08 0.39 0.73 1.03 0.87 1.33 1.64
Gly GGC 0.42 0.42 1.79 0.94 1.14 142 1.30 0.76 0.18
His CAU 0.36 0.45 0.21 1.32 0.83 0.36 1.16 1.57 1.52
His CAC 1.64 1.55 2.38 0.68 117 1.64 0.84 0.43 0.48
e AUA 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.19 0.63 0.00 0.70 0.56 0.31
e AUU 1.06 1.06 0.62 2.06 1.89 0.50 1.20 1.50 1.66
e AUC 1.94 1.94 0.52 0.75 0.47 2.50 1.10 0.94 1.03
Lys AAG 171 1.66 1.48 0.00 0.67 177 0.75 0.00 0.43
Lys AAA 0.29 0.34 0.64 2.00 1.33 0.23 1.25 2.00 1.57
Leu uUuG 2.61 2.61 2.14 0.38 0.84 1.59 1.36 1.26 0.62
Leu UUA 0.13 0.13 0.21 0.48 0.56 0.18 0.48 1.42 2.90
Leu CUG 0.00 0.00 2.36 1.05 0.84 1.24 0.88 0.95 0.83
Leu CUA 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.05 0.98 0.00 1.52 1.11 1.24
Leu cuu 157 157 0.64 2.10 2.09 0.35 1.20 111 0.21
Leu cuc 17 1.70 1.00 0.95 0.70 2.65 0.56 0.16 0.21
Asn AAU 0.86 0.86 0.24 0.80 1.25 0.27 1.58 0.86 0.82
Asn AAC 1.14 1.14 2.89 1.20 0.75 1.73 0.42 1.14 1.18
Pro CCG 0.53 0.53 111 0.57 0.27 1.88 0.61 0.17 1.33
Pro CCA 0.80 0.80 0.00 1.71 2.13 0.00 2.24 1.91 0.22
Pro CCcu 0.80 0.80 0.00 1.06 1.07 0.24 0.61 0.35 1.11
Pro ccc 1.87 1.87 0.83 0.65 0.53 1.88 0.54 157 1.33
Gln CAG 1.08 1.08 117 0.39 0.67 1.09 0.35 0.00 0.25
Gln CAA 0.92 0.92 4.00 1.61 1.33 0.91 1.65 2.00 1.75
Arg AGG 0.50 0.50 0.00 0.29 0.40 0.52 1.20 0.71 0.00
Arg AGA 1.50 1.50 0.00 0.22 0.40 0.52 1.05 1.24 0.00
Arg CGG 0.50 0.50 0.50 117 0.93 1.04 1.20 0.88 0.67
Arg CGA 1.00 1.00 0.50 1.39 1.33 1.04 1.05 0.53 0.67
Arg CGU 2.00 2.00 1.00 0.95 0.80 0.78 0.45 1.24 1.33
Arg CGC 0.50 0.50 1.93 1.98 213 2.09 1.05 1.41 3.33
Ser AGU 1.60 1.60 0.21 1.00 0.77 0.25 0.78 1.02 0.63
Ser AGC 0.00 0.00 0.86 0.83 1.16 1.50 0.70 1.40 0.95
Ser UCG 1.60 1.60 2.36 0.67 0.00 1.25 0.61 0.77 0.00
Ser UCA 0.40 0.40 0.21 117 2.13 0.25 0.78 1.53 0.95
Ser ucu 1.00 1.00 0.43 1.50 0.19 0.75 1.39 0.38 2.21
Ser ucc 1.40 1.40 2.29 0.83 1.74 2.00 174 0.89 1.26
Thr ACG 0.21 0.21 0.95 0.77 0.00 2.71 0.76 0.00 0.20
Thr ACA 0.63 0.63 0.38 1.69 2.18 0.14 0.76 1.45 1.00
Thr ACU 1.05 1.05 0.38 1.08 0.36 0.00 0.95 1.82 0.80
Thr ACC 211 2.11 2.44 0.46 1.45 114 1.52 0.73 2.00
Val GUG 2.34 2.34 0.89 1.05 0.92 2.63 0.89 0.00 0.91
Val GUA 0.14 0.14 0.67 0.63 0.92 0.11 0.67 0.80 1.14
Val GUU 0.28 0.28 0.00 1.05 1.54 0.34 2.44 213 1.26
Val GucC 1.24 1.24 1.00 1.26 0.62 0.91 0.00 1.07 0.69
Tyr UAU 0.50 0.50 0.00 0.67 0.93 0.32 1.58 1.87 171
Tyr UAC 1.50 1.50 3.00 1.33 1.07 1.68 0.42 0.13 0.29

RSCU
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2 1
GC12; 50%
, 2.4 A6
, GC Codon Usage Database
G+C GC
2.3 5
1 9
B S . s b s ) 7 2
9] FH GC &=
) Tab. 5 GC contents of algae and E.coli, Saccharomyces
cerevisiae, Pichia pastoris and Arabidopsis thaliana
Laﬁ:iﬁm S _______ i ________ 1 E _______ lf _______ 2+0 _______ 2 i GCI% GCi/%  GCol%  GCayf%
53.41 57.39 41.92 60.93
é B : 53.51 53.33 45.59 61.61
6 | 43.30 44,61 46.20 39.10
3 ' * 50.20 52.42 44.08 54.09
: : 51.50 58.44 40.88 55.17
7 : 39.77 4458 36.64 38.10
8 42.73 48.72 37.32 42.16
9 44.59 50.84 40.54 42.38
3 /A6 * A6 GC
Fig. 3 Cluster tree based on the relative synonymous 123 GC
codon usage (RSCU) values of nine algae A6 desaturase
genes GC (
. e am s X e 3 GC 5
F4 ORI, BB, ERIA6RIAMBERMES )
Tab. 4 Cluster results of Bacillariophyta, Chlorophyta, ) GC
Cyanophyta desaturase genes , 3 A U
, A6
I 1. AY817155; 2. CS486251; 6. CS486249; 3. EF494667 2 GC
I 4. AY082393; 5. CS161015; 7. L11421; 8. EF222476;
9. AG20590
yANG) : ) ;
1 Ostreococcus tauri(CS486249) :
Thalassiosira pseudonana
Phaeodactylum tricornutum 1 (EF494667) ,
YA ; 2 ,
Phaeodactylum tricornutum, 1] A6
Ostreococcus tauri ; , A6
Arthrospira platensis, Synechocystis sp. ,
, A6 YANG]
, , 6 A E S P Ath
, 1 000 ,AIE AIS A/P
(optimal codon) , , A/A. th
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F6 BEANCBIBMBERZLT. ABHE. RERS. EFEBE. UEFEREZEFL000"E AR EZEA)
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Tab. 6 “</1000~~values of codons for every amino acid and comparision of codon preference among algae(A) A6 de-
saturase gene, E.coli(E), Saccharomyces cerevisia(S), Pichia pastoris(P) and Arabidopsis thaliana (A.th)genome

A E S P A th AJE AIS A/P AJA.th
GCG 14.60 32.32 6.18 3.86 14.60 0.45 2.36 3.78 1.62
GCA 20.16 20.69 16.21 15.10 20.16 0.97 1.24 1.34 1.15
GCU 14.37 15.42 21.17 28.92 14.37 0.93 0.68 0.50 0.51
GCC 15.99 25.18 12.60 16.58 15.99 0.64 1.27 0.96 1.55
uGuU 15.06 5.25 8.10 7.70 15.06 2.87 1.86 1.96 1.43
uUGC 12.98 6.38 4.76 4.38 12.98 2.03 2.73 2.96 1.81
GAU 19.00 32.84 37.59 35.66 19.00 0.58 0.51 0.53 0.52
GAC 22.02 19.21 20.21 25.87 22.02 1.15 1.09 0.85 1.28
GAG 15.06 18.71 19.24 29.03 15.06 0.81 0.78 0.52 0.47
GAA 14.37 39.30 45.60 37.43 14.37 0.37 0.32 0.38 0.42
uuu 30.13 22.24 26.12 24.14 30.13 1.35 1.15 1.25 1.38
uucC 29.90 15.86 18.44 20.60 29.90 1.88 1.62 1.45 1.45
GGG 30.59 11.76 6.02 5.76 30.59 2.60 5.08 5.31 3.01
GGA 19.00 8.87 10.90 19.06 19.00 2.14 1.74 1.00 0.79
GGU 12.98 24.19 23.89 25.52 12.98 0.54 0.54 0.51 0.59
GGC 15.99 28.06 9.78 8.06 15.99 0.57 1.64 1.98 1.75
CAU 25.96 12.80 13.62 11.81 25.96 2.03 191 2.20 1.88
CAC 19.24 9.38 7.77 9.07 19.24 2.05 2.48 212 2.21
AUA 4.17 5.48 17.79 11.14 4.17 0.76 0.23 0.37 0.33
AUU 16.92 29.69 30.13 31.14 16.92 0.57 0.56 0.54 0.79
AUC 18.31 23.89 17.17 19.43 18.31 0.77 1.07 0.94 0.99
AAG 15.76 11.00 30.82 33.80 15.76 1.43 0.51 0.47 0.48
AAA 28.04 33.96 41.87 29.93 28.04 0.83 0.67 0.94 0.91
UuG 11.59 12.97 27.17 31.51 11.59 0.89 0.43 0.37 0.56
UUA 19.93 13.85 26.15 15.56 19.93 1.44 0.76 1.28 1.57
CUG 12.98 51.07 10.48 14.94 12.98 0.25 1.24 0.87 1.32
CUA 20.63 3.88 13.41 10.74 20.63 5.32 1.54 1.92 2.09
Cuu 9.73 11.40 12.25 15.85 9.73 0.85 0.79 0.61 0.40
CcucC 22.48 10.47 5.44 7.63 22.48 2.15 4.13 2.95 1.40
AUG 22.71 27.21 20.94 18.66 22.71 0.83 1.08 1.22 0.93
AAU 17.85 19.15 35.68 25.07 17.85 0.93 0.50 0.71 0.80
AAC 12.98 21.66 24.82 26.67 12.98 0.60 0.52 0.49 0.62
CCG 18.54 22.45 5.29 3.94 18.54 0.83 3.50 4.71 2.15
CCA 15.06 8.38 18.31 18.94 15.06 1.80 0.82 0.80 0.93
CCu 9.50 7.23 13.51 15.77 9.50 1.31 0.70 0.60 0.51
CCC 9.27 5.56 6.78 6.80 9.27 1.67 1.37 1.36 1.75
CAG 23.64 29.37 12.11 16.27 23.64 0.80 1.95 1.45 1.55
CAA 14.37 14.71 27.28 25.45 14.37 0.98 0.53 0.56 0.74
AGG 6.49 1.81 9.23 6.63 6.49 3.59 0.70 0.98 0.59
AGA 5.33 2.89 21.28 20.10 5.33 1.84 0.25 0.27 0.28
CGG 11.36 6.18 1.74 1.94 11.36 1.84 6.53 5.85 2.33
CGA 19.00 3.83 2.99 4.18 19.00 4.96 6.36 4.55 3.02
CGU 10.20 20.22 6.40 6.94 10.20 0.50 1.59 1.47 1.13
CGC 10.20 20.82 2.60 2.15 10.20 0.49 3.92 4.74 2.70
AGU 9.97 9.38 14.15 12.55 9.97 1.06 0.70 0.79 0.71
AGC 10.89 16.01 9.75 7.64 10.89 0.68 1.12 1.43 0.96
UCG 11.12 8.82 8.56 7.36 11.12 1.26 1.30 1.51 1.19
UCA 18.31 8.14 18.67 15.18 18.31 2.25 0.98 1.21 1.00
ucu 11.36 8.70 23.50 24.39 11.36 1.31 0.48 0.47 0.45
ucc 11.82 8.95 14.22 16.53 11.82 1.32 0.83 0.72 1.06
ACG 9.04 14.97 7.96 6.04 9.04 0.60 1.14 1.50 1.17
ACA 15.30 8.09 17.76 13.75 15.30 1.89 0.86 1.11 0.98
ACU 8.34 9.08 20.28 22.39 8.34 0.92 0.41 0.37 0.48
ACC 7.88 22.79 12.73 14.45 7.88 0.35 0.62 0.55 0.76
GUG 7.88 26.22 10.76 12.28 7.88 0.30 0.73 0.64 0.45
GUA 16.92 10.90 11.77 9.89 16.92 1.55 1.44 1.71 1.71
GUU 20.63 18.12 22.07 26.91 20.63 1.14 0.93 0.77 0.76
GucC 13.21 14.81 11.78 14.88 13.21 0.89 1.12 0.89 1.03
UGG 29.90 15.30 10.37 10.26 29.90 1.95 2.88 291 2.40
UAU 19.93 16.54 18.78 15.99 19.93 1.20 1.06 1.25 1.36
UAC 17.15 12.27 14.78 18.12 17.15 1.40 1.16 0.95 1.25
UGA 10.89 1.09 0.68 0.33 10.89 9.99 16.02 33.01 9.31
UAG 4.87 0.27 0.51 0.49 4.87 18.03 9.54 9.93 9.18
UAA 10.20 1.96 1.06 0.85 10.20 5.20 9.62 12.00 10.73

0.5, 2.0
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Tab.7 Codons that require modification in different expression hosts for alga A6 desaturase genes
Ala GCG Ala GCG Ala GCG Ala GAG
Cys uGU Cys UGC Cys UGC Glu GAA
Cys UGC Glu GAA Glu GAA Gly GGG
Glu GAA Gly GGG Gly GGG His CAC
Gly GGG His CAC His CAU lle AUA
Gly GGA lle AUA His CAC Lys AAG
His CAU Leu UuG lle AUA Leu CUA
His CAC Leu CucC Lys AAG Leu Cuu
Leu CUG Pro CCG Leu UuG Pro CCG
Leu CUA Arg AGA Leu cuc Arg AGA
Leu cuc Arg CGG Asn AAC Arg CGG
Arg AGG Arg CGA Pro CCG Arg CGA
Arg CGA Arg CGC Arg AGA Arg CGC
Arg CGC Ser UCu Arg CGG Ser UCu
Ser UCA Thr ACU Arg CGA Thr ACU
Thr ACC Trp UGG Arg CGC Trp UGG
Val GUG UGA* Ser ucu UGA*
UGA* UAG* Thr ACU UAG*
UAG* UAA* Trp UGG UAA*
UAA* UGA*
UAG*
UAA*
*.
P.tricornutum Ostreococcus tauri A6
0.5—2 ( 6), , G C
(2.11] 20 ,GC 61.61% 3 N6
19 22 19 , A T
A6 GC , 39.1% 3
(7 15 A UGA UAA
. 6 28 30
, 28 :
YANG)
3 /1 000
A6 A6
, A6 A6
, , ( 6
, T. pseudonana 7 ), Gly(GGG) His(CAC)
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Leu(CUC) Pro(CCG) (CGG A6
CGA CGCQ) Thr(ACU)
: A\ ,
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